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Mark Shand and Ruth Powys next to Jack Vettriano's elephant.

Sir Edwin Henry Landseer, sculptor of the Trafalgar Square lions,
would’ve been quivering in his grave yesterday as baby elephants
threatened to upstage his great kings of the London jungle.

The life-size model herd was led by Mark Shand, trustee of
Elephant Family, a charity that helps safeguard Asian elephants and
enables a more harmonious environment between man and creature.

The charity commissioned an impressive array of talent to produce
260 hand-painted elephant artworks that have now taken up
residence all over London. Among the creators were artists Mark
Quinn, Jack Vettriano, and Sacha Jafri; designers Julien
MacDonald, Diane von Furstenberg, John Rocha, Alice
Temperley, Lulu Guinness, Nina Campbell, and Nicky
Haslam; and iconic photographer Peter Beard.
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Feats of creative genius included Vettriano’s Singing Butler, a figure
from Vettriano’s recognizable paintings astride the elephant in a suit
and bowler hat while hoisting an umbrella. Another was Quinn’s
keenly anticipated creation, which appeared to have a giant lotus—
India’s national flower—growing out of its back, the whole thing
painted his trademark plaster white.

Artist and designer Benjamin Shine’s Taxi Elephant was
celebrated by passers-by, although there was mild disappointment at
not being able to witness the brilliance of its solar powered eyes; we
were in England, after all. But when the sun finally shone, the
metallic splendor of one elephant was almost blinding, which became
all the more startling when you realized, up close, it was covered in
individual one-penny pieces.

One design certainly worth a few more pennies was by jeweler
Sabine Roemer. Encrusted on her elephant’s forehead was an
enormous 700-carat emerald—ethically mined, of course, and hand-
cut in Jaipur. “I decided I wanted to create the most valuable
elephant on the parade. Well, it was for charity!,” Roemer said as a
schoolgirl came to pat her animal’s priceless trunk.

Roemer certainly had the right attitude: her elephant and the others

are to be auctioned off at Sotheby’s and sold online in July, with the
aim of raising $3 million.

All in all, it was an inspiring day and, as Shand put it, “a bit of
diversion” considering it was only two days before the national
election—a fact on the minds of many, and not easily forgotten: at
the front of the parade were three elephants painted in red, blue, and
yellow boxing gear, representing party leaders Gordon Brown,
David Cameron, and Nick Clegg. “I'm looking forward to
painting on black eyes at each blow they receive in the election,”
Shand said. And what next? “We haven't decided yet. Perhaps we'll
throw them into the Thames!” Presumably he’s still referring to the
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